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TEXT:  Revelation 5:11-14 
THEME:  LEARN TO WORSHIP 
 1.  By Knowing Who God Is 
 2.  By Understanding Who You Are 
 3.  By Learning to Love God 
 

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a loud voice they sang:  
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!"  Then I heard every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 
them, singing:  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"  The four living creatures said, 
"Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.  NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow Worshipers of Our Living Lord and Savior: 
 
Recently I heard a story about Fritz Kreisler, the master violinist, who learned that a 
man had acquired a rare Stradivarius violin.  He searched for the man, went to his 
home, and offered to buy the instrument.  The man said the violin was not for sale 
and sent Kreisler away.  The next day, Kreisler returned and asked simply to see the 
violin.  The man agreed.  Then Kreisler asked to hold it; the man agreed.  Then 
Kreisler asked to play the violin and the man agreed.  After 20 minutes of Kreisler’s 
exquisite playing, the man was weeping.  Kreisler stopped playing, and said, “I’m 
sorry if I upset you, but this is such a beautiful instrument, I only wish I could buy it.”  
The owner said, “It’s not for sale, but it is yours.  You may have it.  It belongs to you.  
You are the master.  You alone are worthy of it.” 
 
Today as we talk about learning to worship, the story of Fritz Kreisler helps us to 
understand what worship is all about.  God steps into our world, which we are used 
to thinking of as our own, and begins to play on it.  We are stunned by what he is 
able to do.  He brings life out of death.  He turns his hateful enemies into his loving 
children.  He fills emptiness with purpose.  Our response is:  “You are the Master.  
Everything belongs to you.  We belong to you.  You alone are worthy.” 
 
This is the essence of worship.  The word “worship” comes from the Old English 
word meaning “worthy.”  To worship God means to recognize his “worthship.”  We 
worship when we recognize that God is worthy of our praise.  So, we LEARN TO 
WORSHIP BY KNOWING WHO GOD IS. 
 
In the Book of Revelation, we hear the host of heaven praising God and saying:  
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
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you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their 
being" (Rv 4:11).  We respond with the same words as we worship our loving 
Creator.  He is full of divine holiness, and yet forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake.  He 
is complete power, and yet he is kind and compassionate toward us.  He is perfect 
in wisdom and knowledge, and yet he puts up with our foolishness.  He fills the 
farthest reaches of space, and yet he lives in our hearts.  Isaiah the prophet wrote:  
“Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom” (Is 40:28). 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote that the sin of the world consists in this:  “For since the 
creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 
so that men are without excuse. …They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 
and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised.  Amen” (Ro 1:20,25).  We do well to heed the warning of Job, 
when he said, “His wisdom is profound, his power is vast.  Who has resisted 
him and come out unscathed?” (Job 9:4).  We have come here today to 
celebrate the greatness of God our Creator who made the heavens and the earth.  
He is our God and King.  He is our Savior and loving heavenly Father.  We worship 
him because we know who God is. 
 
We LEARN TO WORSHIP BY UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE, especially in 
comparison to God.  When Isaiah saw God, he cried out in despair, "Woe to me!  I 
am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty" (Is 6:5).  
When we come into contact with God, we gain a new understanding of ourselves.  
When we see his holiness, we understand our wretched sinfulness.  When we see 
his power, we understand our weakness.  When we see his omniscience, we 
understand our foolishness.  When we see his greatness, we understand our 
insignificance.  In short, when we see God, we understand that we are not God.  If 
Isaiah could speak to us today, he would say, “I have seen God and you are not 
him.”  The reason so many people cannot worship today is that they are not ready to 
give up being the god of their own lives. 
 
The Psalmist wrote, “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD 
with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  Know that the LORD is 
God.  It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture” (Ps 100:1-3).  When we worship, we understand that God is the 
Shepherd, and we are his sheep.  He is the Creator, and we are his creation.  He is 
our Redeemer and we are his children.  When we understand who we are in relation 
to God, we say with the Psalmist:  “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us 
kneel before the LORD our Maker” (Ps 95:6).  In our worship, we say to God, “We 
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worship you as the Lord of all life, including our own.  We worship you with our lives 
by serving you.  We worship you by accepting your will for us.  We worship you by 
living for you rather than for ourselves.”  This is true worship. 
 
And we LEARN TO WORSHIP BY LEARNING TO LOVE GOD.  True worship 
involves the emotion of love.  It is not a dry recital of words and the spiritless singing 
of hymns.  Real worship involves real emotion.  Real worship should make us laugh 
with joy at times.  Real worship should move us to tears sometimes as our hearts 
are touched by God’s love.  Real worship should move us to shout to God 
sometimes and other times to wait in silence.  Real worship puts us in touch with the 
love of God—his love for us and our love for him.  Real worship sustains and 
enhances our relationship with God.  It is in worship that we experience God’s 
forgiveness and the lifting of the burden of sin from our lives.  The Psalmist says, “If 
you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O LORD, who could stand?  But with you 
there is forgiveness” (Ps 130:3-4).  In worship, we celebrate the freedom and joy 
that God has given us.  The world parties for the sake of partying; worship is a party 
with a purpose.  The purpose is to give honor and glory to God who alone is worthy 
of our praise.  We point to him as our Creator and Savior. 
 
If, by God’s grace, you really understand who God is, and who you are in 
relationship to him, and if you love God with all your heart, then you are ready to 
worship.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 
The Psalmist wrote, “This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.”  Yes, Lord, today is a day to rejoice.  Today we have the opportunity to 
worship and praise you.  Today we have the opportunity to gather together with our 
fellow believers in your house of worship.  Today your Word touches our hearts, 
convincing us once again that you are our Creator and our Savior.  Today we sing 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving to you.  Today we bring you our thankofferings for 
all that you have done for us.  What a privilege it is to worship you!  Keep us faithful 
in worship, faithful in prayer, and faithful to you, our Lord and God.  May your name 
be praised!  Amen. 

 
 


